This half-term, our topic is: Animal Antics

Curriculum Area

Areas to be taught in school

Communication &
Language

This half-term, our topic is ‘Animal Antics.’ We will be learning all about
mini-beasts & jungle animals. We will learn to name & describe these
creatures & will be discussing where they can be found. We will be
talking in full sentences & asking questions.

Personal, Social &
Emotional Development

Physical Development

Literacy

The children will discuss different feelings & emotions. We will talk
about times when they have felt emotions such as: happy, angry,
sad, calm & proud.
We will also talk about friendships & how the children can negotiate
with their friends during play.
This half-term, we will be learning some ball skills. We will explore
moving a ball with our feet & learning how to dribble it. We will also
be exploring moving a ball with our hands by pushing, rolling &
bouncing.

This half-term, we will be reading a range of fiction, non-fiction &
poetry books. We will be exploring the stories, ‘The Very Hungry
Caterpillar’, ‘Incy Wincy Spider’, & ‘Walking Through the Jungle’. In
phonics, we will be learning to read longer words & words with the
following endings: -ing, –ed, –est.
We will also be continuing to write short sentences using the
graphemes we have learnt.

Year Group: Reception

Class Teachers: Miss Goodrum & Miss Dunn

Possible activities to be done at home
Go on a mini-beast hunt in the garden or park.
Talk about the mini-beasts that you find: What is
the mini-beast called? Can you describe the
mini-beast?
Encourage your
child to ask
questions to find
more information.
Talk to your child about how they are feeling
during different experiences at home. Talk about
how to manage any negative emotions.
Support your child in managing conflict with
other children while playing.
Support your child to practise using their hands &
feet to move a ball in different ways & to control
it.
Remember to listen to your child read their
school reading book at least 3 times a week &
return this book to school every Tuesday.
Encourage your child to write simple words &
sentences through tasks such as:
 Writing a list of mini-beasts found in the
garden;
 Drawing & labelling a mini-beast or jungle
animal;
 Writing a short sentence about their favourite
animal.

Term: Summer 1, 2022

This half-term, our topic is: Animal Antics

Mathematics

Understanding the
World

Expressive Arts & Design

The children will be developing their knowledge of numbers to
10 and 20, including counting objects that cannot be moved,
comparing amounts & using the vocabulary ‘greater’, ‘less’ &
‘equal’. The children will also develop their understanding of
addition & subtraction & explore number patterns.
We will be learning about the life cycle of a butterfly. We will be
investigating what mini-beasts look like & looking for them in our
environment. We will also compare our local environment to the
jungle & discuss similarities & differences.
This half-term, we will be designing & making a jungle animal puppet
to perform a show. We will be exploring how puppets work & using
our fine motor skills to sew our own puppet. We will then evaluate
how successful we have been at the end of the project.
We will complete a range of independent activities linked to our
topic to enable us to develop our cutting & creativity skills such as:
 Cutting a spiral snake;
 Painting a butterfly;
 Making a spider with concertina legs.

Year Group: Reception

Class Teachers: Miss Goodrum & Miss Dunn

Compare amounts when eating together using
sweets/pieces of fruit etc. Practise counting
forwards & backwards to 20. Use the vocabulary
‘add’ & ‘subtract’ with your children to solve
problems, e.g. ‘You have 2 sweets. If I add 2
more, how many do you have?‘
Talk about mini-beasts when you are outside. Go
looking for mini-beasts & talk about what they
are. If the children have been to another
country, discuss what was the same & different
to our local environment.
Make your own jungle animal or mini-beast.
Paint some mini-beast patterns.
Draw or paint a mini-beast or jungle animal
looking carefully at pictures to see what shapes
& details you need.

Term: Summer 1, 2022

This half-term, our topic is: Fantasy & Adventure

Curriculum Area
Communication &
Language

Personal, Social &
Emotional Development

Physical Development

Literacy

Areas to be taught in school
This half-term, our topic is ‘Fantasy & Adventure.’ We will be learning
all about castles, dragons & mermaids. We will be learning new
vocabulary & using this in our play. We will be using language to talk
about why things happen & how things work.
The children will discuss changes, including their feelings & emotions
around changes to help prepare for transition to Year 1. We will talk
about the different changes they might experience & what to do if
they feel nervous or worried.
This half-term, we will be learning some different games that involve
taking turns, keeping score & following rules. We will learn to move
with control, avoiding obstacles & other people.
This half-term, we will be reading a range of fiction & non-fiction
books. We will be exploring the stories, ‘The Queen’s Knickers, ‘Jack &
the Beanstalk’, ‘The Singing Mermaid’ & ‘The Bog Baby’. In phonics,
we will be learning to read longer words & words with the following
endings: -es, –ed, –er, -est.
We will also be continuing to write short sentences using the
graphemes we have learnt.

Year Group: Reception

Class Teachers: Miss Goodrum & Miss Dunn

Possible activities to be done at home
Research & talk about the features of a castle.
Discuss mythical creatures such as dragons &
mermaids & talk about what they look like.
Talk to your child about moving to Year 1 & give
them opportunities to talk to you about their
worries. It will be important to help them to see
the positives of moving into Year 1.
Play games such as tag or stuck in the mud.
Make up your own versions of these games by
introducing different rules. E.g. if you get
‘tagged’, you must do 5 star jumps.
Remember to listen to your child read their
school reading book at least 3 times a week &
return this book to school every Tuesday.
Encourage your child to write simple words &
sentences through tasks such as:
 Writing a fact about a castle;
 Drawing & labelling a castle;
 Writing a short sentence about their favourite
prince or princess.

Term: Summer 2, 2022

This half-term, our topic is: Fantasy & Adventure

Mathematics

Understanding the
World

Expressive Arts & Design

The children will be developing a deeper understanding of the
numbers to 10 & beyond. They will be learning to mentally recall
number facts, such as number bonds & doubles. They will be
developing their knowledge of addition & subtraction as well as
learning about shape, position & direction.
We will be learning about the history of castles. We will be talking
about our Queen, why castles were built, the features of a castle,
who lived in a castle & what it is like inside a castle.

This half-term, we will be exploring sculptures. We will be learning
about the artist Andy Goldsworthy, & creating our own sculptures
using natural materials. We will also be exploring clay & using this to
make our own sculptures related to the story, Bog
Baby. In the first week back, we will be making our
own crowns to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.

Year Group: Reception

Class Teachers: Miss Goodrum & Miss Dunn

Use your toys at home to create simple addition &
subtraction problems, e.g. there are 5 cars in the
car park. 3 drive away. How many are left?
Ask your child to recall the number bonds to 5 &
double facts.
Name & describe the 2D & 3D shapes you can
find around your house.
Talk about castles & their features with
the children. Talk about the past with
them & use the vocabulary ‘past’ &
‘present’. Talk about the Queen & the
important role she has.

Make your own crowns, bunting or flags to
celebrate the Queen’s platinum
jubilee. Collect materials outside
such as sticks &
stones & create
your own
sculptures.

Term: Summer 2, 2022

